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reasonably complain if they are not allowed in this
book to have things all their own way. Until
recent years it was the invariable custom, and a
very salutary one, for statesmen not to publish
their memoirs in regard to great affairs of state in
which they had been engaged, but to leave the task
to their literary executors; but all that has been
changed. Their critics are proportionately emanci-
pated. I do not, indeed, associate myself with all
that Lord Morley said and wrote to me in criticism
of his colleagues, particularly Lord Haldane,
neither do I dissociate myself from it. But the
reader can form his own judgment. It is possible
to sympathize with, and indeed largely to share,
Lord Morley's feelings, and yet to feel, unlike him,
that the clamour for Lord Haldane's resignation
in 1915 (to take but one example) was a foolish and
unprofitable thing. I entered the lists on Lord
Haldane's behalf in days, namely in 1915, when it
was exceedingly unfashionable, and indeed un-
popular, to do anything of the kind, and to what
I then wrote * I adhere. But I feel I owe it to
Lord Morley's memory, in view of all that has been
published, to make his position clear. He had
spoken to me at one time of confiding to me for
publication the secret memoir to which I have
alluded in this book, but, wearying of the con-
troversy, he eventually decided not to publish it at
all, I have nowhere quoted it, paraphrased it, or
disclosed its contents. I have confined myself to

The curious reader, if such there be, will find it in the
Daily News, the Westminster Gazette, and other leading journals
under date July 13, 1915*